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DIVISION 11:  AGRICULTURE 
[Supplementary Information No A55.] 

Question:  Dr S.C. Thomas:  I refer the parliamentary secretary to the fourth dot point on page 205, which 
discusses the horticultural industries, and the competition they face in their traditional export markets.  It refers 
specifically to carrots and cauliflowers, but I assume that the government is also looking at the other areas of 
horticulture, particularly at the moment stone fruits. 

Plum prices have plummeted.  What is the government doing to assist the horticultural industries?  Can the 
parliamentary secretary provide some specifics about what the government is doing to assist? 

The parliamentary secretary does not have to do this now, but is it possible to get a one-page summary showing 
what the department is investing and where? 

Answer:  The Western Australian (WA) horticulture industries have a strong focus on exports for growth, due to 
the small size of the domestic market.  The focus includes both overseas and interstate exports and occurs in all 
sectors from wine to fresh flower exports. 

A number of the industries have come under strong competition in their traditional export markets in recent 
times.  This includes the carrot and cauliflower industries, and the stonefruit industry. 

The Department of Agriculture Western Australia (DAWA) supports this export focus with market development 
projects that are developed in partnership with the industries, and in many cases, include industry funding 
support. 

DAWA activities to support the horticultural industry  

The following are examples of the projects that DAWA has developed and is carrying out to support market 
development in the horticulture industries: 

• Supporting new market development.  DAWA facilitates the development of new market channels into 
South East Asia i.e. Malaysia, Singapore, Japan, Korea etc., but also develops new channels into alternative 
markets such as the Middle East and Europe.  DAWA will coordinate visits of food and wine buyers from 
major importer and retail groups linking opportunities with local exporters and industry associations, 
investment in a Market Development Officer. 

• DAWA provides ongoing market and competitor intelligence to the horticultural industry on opportunities 
in innovative product and packaging development, as well as product branding and marketing.  DAWA 
invests into the development and marketing of the WA organic industry, investment in a Market 
Development Officer. 

• Developing opportunities to shorten the supply chain in Asia by-passing the traditional wholesaler network 
and developing opportunities of cost effective new technologies of bulk shipments and new post harvest 
processes to access more distant markets e.g. modified atmosphere film development for export cauliflower 
developed in partnership with CSIRO, investment of $25,000. 

• DAWA staff assisted the carrot industry, via the Carrot Association for Research and Development, WA 
Inc. (CARD), to develop a Carrot Industry Plan to formulate actions in maximise the industries international 
competitiveness.  This plan was released in February 2005. 

• A detailed study, by DAWA, of the cost structure of carrot and cauliflower exports is due for completion in 
December 2005.  Production, packing, packaging and freight costs will be covered with a view to 
considering where cost savings may be made and at what market price/currency value combinations the 
industries can maintain viability, investment of $50,000. 

• By improving production efficiency (e.g. higher yields, lower unit production costs), WA producers can 
improve their competitive position.  There is scope to improve the yields of carrots and cauliflowers through 
innovative agronomic practices.  A DAWA/Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) funded project focused on 
reducing labour costs in cauliflower production commenced last year, investment of $150,000. 

• Innovative supply chain approaches are being tested in the fruit industry.  Red Delicious apples are now 
being exported to India in bulk bins and then repacked and sold in a business alliance with an Indian 
company.  This project is ongoing and Manjimup producers are expanding their supply of apples to this 
market, investment of $50,000. 

• A project to demonstrate the excellent quality of seed potatoes produced in WA to near Asian markets is 
ongoing.  This project has shown the yield and quality benefits of using WA seed in Thailand, Indonesia, 
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Vietnam and Sri Lanka.  As a result, exports are beginning to increase and interest in WA seed is now 
coming from other countries and the eastern States, investment of $150,000. 

• Product differentiation in overseas markets is an avenue help to maintain market share.  Chinese product is 
improving in quality, but there are questions over Chinese production systems and lack of product 
traceability.  DAWA is supporting development of environmental assurance systems (as part of the State 
Government’s Farming for the Future and HAL’s Horticulture for Tomorrow initiatives.  This work is 
supported with field work aimed at improving the irrigation and nutrient use efficiencies of carrots and other 
vegetables through a DAWA/HAL funded project, investment of $200,000. 

• DAWA has apple, plum and Australian plant breeding programs aimed at developing new superior varieties 
that will be commercialised to give WA producers a competitive advantage in the marketplace.  These 
projects have released varieties such as the apples Cripps Pink (Pink Lady ® ) and Cripps Red 
(Sundowner®), that have had a positive impact on local industry and are well recognised in International 
markets, investment of $500,000. 

[Supplementary Information No A56.] 

Question:  Dr S.C. Thomas:  I draw the parliamentary secretary's attention to services 3 and 4 of the service and 
appropriation summary on page 207 of the Budget Statements.  Service 3 is the amount allocated for biosecurity.  
The actual budget for this item seems to always be between $60 million and $65 million.  Therefore, why does 
the government continue to budget less than $50 million for biosecurity?  Service 4 is the amount allocated to 
the Rural Business Development Corporation for which the government budgets about $3.8 million but spends 
between $8.5 million and $9.5 million.  Why is there such a discrepancy between budgets and activities in those 
areas? 

Answer:  The reduction from 2003-04 Actual to 2004-05 Budget mainly relates to the transfer of the Australian 
Quarantine Inspection Services to the Commonwealth in 2004-05 ($4.6m), and additional funds that were 
available in 2003-04 (as a result of carryover from 2002-03) for activities including biosecurity preparedness 
activities, foot and mouth activities and work on the new Agriculture Management Bill ($3.4m in total).  The 
2004-05 budget was also lower due to the Red Imported Fire Ants funding need reducing by $0.9m before 
additional funds are again made available in 2005-06. 

The higher 2004-05 estimated actual (in comparison to the 2004-05 published budget) is mainly due to once-off 
additional European House Borer funding ($7.6m), as well as once-off funding for the Eradication of Cane 
Toads, Weed Control in the South West, Controlling Wild Dogs in Kalgoorlie, Surveillance and Control of 
Footrot, Locust Outbreak and the Windidda Station Rescue Package being approved during the 2004-05 
financial year ($2.4m in total).  In addition, there was higher than expected industry funding ($1.4m) as well as 
Cattle Industry Compensation funds being utilised for the implementation of the National Livestock 
Identification System ($1m). 

The 2005-06 budget falls back to the normal operational level as the once-off funding listed above for 2004-05 
cease.  There is also a reduced estimate for industry funding as a portion of current projects cease in 2005-06 and 
new industry funding has not yet been determined.  This reduction is offset partially by additional funding for 
Red Imported Fire Ants and Animal Biosecurity activities. 

EUROPEAN HOUSE BORER BUDGET INFORMATION 

Budget 

PROJECT TITLE  Budget  Salaries  Operating Capital 
Management    1,000,000 200,000  800,000 
Communications    2,740,000 270,000  2,440,000 
Containment    2,534,000 240,000  2,294,000 
Community Surveillance   1,352,000 290,000  1,022,000 
TOTAL EHB   7,626,000 1,000,000 6,556,000 70,000 

Actual expenditure to 31 May 2005 

PROJECT TITLE  Actual  Salaries  Operating Capital 
Management    201,131  86,486  109,422 
Communications    162,040  46,911  115,129 
Containment    1,013,647 86,007  926,476 
Community Surveillance   972,838  548,449  416,861 
TOTAL EHB   2,349,656 767,853  1,567,888 13,915 

[Supplementary Information No A57.] 
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Question:  Dr S.C. Thomas:  I seek some supplementary information.  I seek a breakdown of what the 
Department of Agriculture spends on the beef industry.  It is my understanding that although the beef industry is 
a big industry in terms of exports, it tends to be low priority for the department.  I refer no so much to its 
activity, but to the amount of money spent on the industry.  Could a brief comment be made?  Can some 
information be provided about where expenditure is directed in the industry? 

Answer: 

Agricultural Beef Budget 2005/2006 
Extra $200,000.00 will be broken up as follows: 

$60,000  Focus on the development of the beef supply chain (Support a Supply Chain Development 
Officer to work closely with industry segments to increase the consistency of supply and 
quality of beef.) 

$45,000  Improved feed base through the introduction of alternative feed sources in the annual pasture 
system. 

$45,000  Increasing producers skills and innovative capacity in the Northern Agricultural Region.  A 
relatively new region for agricultural beef production with about 60 pastoralist (of recent 
times) purchasing beef enterprises in this region. 

$50,000  Dedicated Technical Officer for the Cooperative Research Centre supported Maternal 
Efficiency Project. 

This will be in addition to the existing funding of $600,000 for the Agricultural Beef Budget: 

$170,000 Year round supply of beef. 

$150,000 Time of Calving- outcome-year round beef production. 

$82,000  Maternal Efficiency. 

$22,000  Light weight weaners – markets and production methods for light weight weaners. 

$34,000  More beef from pastures. 

$10,000  Meat for the world – Quality beef for other markets. 

$76,000  Perennial Grazing Management. 

$56,000  Project Management. 

$800,000 Total 

Pastoral Beef Budget 2005/06 
$210,000 for Pilbara beef 

$130,000 for Kimberley beef 

$340,000 Total 

$1,140,000 Grand Total 
[Supplementary Information No A58.] 

Question:  Mr P.D. Omodei:  In summary, what is the timetable for completion of the saleyards?  How much 
land has been sold at Midland?  I understand the proceeds were to go towards the new saleyard.  When can we 
expect the saleyard to be complete?  Is there an allocation towards the road infrastructure leading from the 
east? 

Answer: 

Timetable for relocation 
Livestock sales are expected to be conducted at Muchea by the end of 2006.  The Western Australian Meat 
Industry Authority (WAMIA) confirms that the development is on schedule to meet the 2006 operational date. 

Land sales 
WAMIA have a number of land holdings including 50 ha on Bushmead Rd, Hazelmere.  16.4 ha of the 
Hazelmere lot has been sold.  All WAMIA holdings at Midland and Hazelmere will be progressively sold and all 
the proceeds are required for the new livestock saleyard development.  The final lot to be sold will be the Crown 
Reserve occupied by the Midland Saleyard infrastructure.  This land is in the Midland Redevelopment Authority 
planning area and will be sold once the replacement saleyards are operational. 
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Funding for road infrastructure 
No funding is allocated for road infrastructure leading from the east.  The WAMIA budget estimate for the total 
cost of establishing the replacement saleyard at Muchea is $16,342,000.  The access road from the Great 
Northern Highway is estimated to cost $800,000 as part of this total. 

The following was provided without supplementary information number - 

Question:  Mr P.D. Omodei:  I refer the parliamentary secretary to the sixth dot point on page 224, which 
reads -  

An eradication program was commenced on a large infestation of prickly acacia … The eradication 
program is a cooperative effort … 

As a supplementary question and as a matter of interest, what was used to kill them? 

Answer:  The chemical being used on prickly acacia is Garlon 600, which has as the active ingredient 600 grams 
per Litre triclopyr.  All those involved with use of the product have been given Chem Cert training through 
Kununurra TAFE and are required to use protective clothing during operations. 
 


